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Washington, DC 20231 

Sir: 

Prior to calculating the filing fee, please enter the following amendments to the 
application. 



Please amend the following claims: 

In claim 4, line 1, delete "one of claims 1 to 3" and substitute therefor —claim 1- 
In claim 5, line 1, delete "one of claims 1 to 4" and substitute therefor —claim 1- 
In claim 6, line 1, delete "one of claims 1 to 5" and substitute therefor —claim I- 
In claim 7, line 1, delete "one of claims 1 to 6" and substitute therefor —claim 1- 
Please add the following new claims: 

—8. Process according to claim 2, characterized in that the temperature in the refinin 
stage lies at one end of the values mentioned in claims 1 to 3. 

9. Process according to claim 3, characterized in that the temperature in the refinin 
stage lies at one end of the values mentioned in claims 1 to 3 . 

10. Process according to claim 2, characterized in that the melt contains polyvalent 
ions of one of the following elements, or a combination of two or more of these elements: 
Vanadium, cerium zinc, tin, titanium, ion, molybdenum, europium, manganese, nickel. 

1 1 . Process according to claim 3, characterized in that the melt contains polyvalent 
ions of one of the following elements, or a combination of two or more of these elements: 
Vanadium, cerium zinc, tin, titanium, ion, molybdenum, europium, manganese, nickel. 



IN THE CLAIMS 



12. Process according to claim 4, characterized in that the melt contains polyvalent 
ions of one of the following elements, or a combination of two or more of these elements: 
Vanadium, cerium zinc, tin, titanium, ion, molybdenum, europium, manganese, nickel. 

1 3 . Process according to claim 5, characterized in that the melt contains polyvalent 
ions of one of the following elements, or a combination of two or more of these elements: 
Vanadium, cerium zinc, tin, titanium, ion, molybdenum, europium, manganese, nickel. 

14. Process according to claim 2, characterized in that the melt is free from toxic 
refining agents. 

15. Process according to claim 3, characterized in that the melt is free from toxic 
refining agents. 

16. Process according to claim 4, characterized in that the meh is free from toxic 
refining agents. 

17. Process according to claim 5, characterized in that the melt is free from toxic 
refining agents. 

18. Process according to claim 2, characterized in that the melt is heated by means of 
high frequency energy and is present in a cooled Skull crucible. 

19. Process according to claim 3, characterized in that the melt is heated by means of 
high frequency energy and is present in a cooled Skull crucible. 

20. Process according to claim 4, characterized in that the melt is heated by means of 
high frequency energy and is present in a cooled Skull crucible.-- 




JFH:pmp/i 62682 1 

BAKER & DANIELS 

1 1 1 East Wayne Street, Suite 800 

Fort Wayne, IN 46802 



Date: January 25, 2001 



